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Theory is when you understand everything but
nothing works. Practice is when everything works,
but you don’t understand why. In this research
station, we combine theory with practice: nothing
works, and we don’t understand why.
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The present study focuses on the structural components of the
endings of modern children's stories published in Arabic. It analyses
the causes for the emergence of new types of endings in these
stories. For the purposes of the study we collected texts, analyzed
them and derived conclusions. The variety of stories chosen for
purposes of analysis are but a selection, through which we are able
to present examples of the new and varied types of endings.

A deeper reading and more subtle analysis of modern Arabic
children’s literature reveals that the endings in the stories show great
variety. In fact, they may be divided into eleven different types,
which crown the stories' narrative and artistic structures. In the
study we provide examples of such endings and their meanings,
although it is certain that other types of endings also exist, which
still await discovery by scholars.
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The Variety of Endings in Children's
Stories

Rafe® Yahya, Suhel Isawi, Rima al-Kurdi
The Arab Academic College of Education

The endings of children's stories would seem to constitute self-
evident ways to close stories that carry a message from the author to
children in particular, or to any reader for that matter. Because
writers who compose stories for children often focus more on their
works' educational rather than their esthetic or artistic effects, the
endings which they provide are usually either happy, in case the
story's main character demonstrates its adherence to the expected
norm, or sad, if the character deviates from the instructions on how
to achieve the intended moral and educational objective. This
restricts the stories' endings, which have been classified according
to content or structure. Endings can be either open, so that the
reader can participate in directing the course of events through a
constant act of reading that is intellectually connected to the text yet
detached from it through his own imagination, through which he
roams freely after having finished reading the written text, or they
can be closed, in the sense that the author dictates its ultimate
boundaries. With the rise in literary output in recent years, a great
number of new stories have become available to children, with a
variety of endings, dictated by the variety in the topics of these
stories, which have a direct connection to children's experiences and
imaginations and address their minds and lives. In the present study
we survey the variety of endings in these stories, which are no
longer limited to the frozen classical endings mentioned above.
Very few studies have dealt with endings. Although it is not clear
why this vital element has been marginalized, the limited interest in
the study of children's literature in the Arab world is due to causes
that we shall examine in subsequent studies.
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aspect of the language of these novels, by which he follows the
realities of the Arab-Israeli conflict, al-Qasim also uses other
linguistic techniques and styles, borrowed from the world of poetry,
such as symbolism, mythification, split consciousness, motifs,
repetitions, etc.
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The Linguistic Peculiarities in Samih
al-Qasim'’s Literary Prose

Kawthar Jaber
University of Haifa & Sakhnin College

The present study deals with a certain aspect of Samih al-Qasim'’s
literary prose, namely some unique features of his language. In his
prose writings, al-Qasim uses language at two levels, factual and
imaginative/poetic.

As for the former level, his language is of a functional nature. Al-
Qasim quite obviously attaches more importance to conveying
content in a clear manner than to the linguistic and structural
aspects of his language. This can be seen in his prose plays: This Is
How Henry Took over the Restaurant That Radwan and Shlomo
Used to Run (1970), The National Institution for Insanity (1970),
How Did Rabbi Mendel Reply to His Students? (1973), The Son
(1974) and Rape Victim (1975).

Through these plays al-Qasim depicts and political situation and the
relations between the Palestinian and Israeli people, using very few
esthetic and rhetorical devices, so that we are made aware of his
functional and political use of language. Of course, this does not
mean that these writings are not literature, since the plays deal with
the Arab-Israeli conflict inside Israel using the techniques of
modern drama, such as dramatic conflict, an inverted world,
exaggeration, masks and staging.

The second level appears in the prose of his autobiographical novels
To Hell, O Lilac (1977), The Last Picture in the Album (1980), A
Teaspoon of Poison Three Times a Day (2011) and It's Only an
Ashtray (2011). What characterizes the language of these novels is
the intermingling of the imaginary, the historical and the
documentary, its interwoven structure. The language blazes with the
sensualism of poetry, humor and irony. In addition to the realistic
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Nothing to Be Done? The Phonological
Poverty of Arabic As Taught in the
Hebrew School System

Alon Fragman
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev

Arabic is the second official language of Israel, in addition to
Hebrew. Yet it is still taught as a foreign language in the Hebrew
School System. Formal programs for Arabic as an additional
language focus on the written form of Arabic only, and lack
meaningful exposure to its sounds. Despite the shared etymological
background of Arabic and Hebrew, sev

In order to better understand the sources of difficulty among native
Hebrew learners, and to find out if they were phonological or
orthographic in nature, students from 9", 11™ and 12" grade (N=72)
were presented with 48 Arabic words, some of which were spelled
correctly, while others had one phonological or orthographic error.
For each word, the students were asked to mark if it was spelled
correctly or not. Findings show that while the number of
orthographic errors declines over time, phonology remains an
obstacle for native Hebrew learners even in the 12™ grade, with no
significant improvement over time. These results support previous
findings concerning the lack of sufficient exposure to Arabic in the
Hebrew school system, where the level of acquisition of Arabic as
an additional language has been stagnating, a state of affairs that
calls for some serious pedagogical introspection and
reconsideration.
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written in the most parochial vernacular, are no exception to this
general dictum, —as long as they meet the literary/aesthetic criteria
of genuine creative endeavor.

On a more concrete and immediate level, the successful integration
of elements of general literary theory with close textual analysis of
Arabic works of fiction augurs well for both the general field of
literary studies and the specific field of Arabic literature. It is hard
to imagine a more propitious moment than the present for such a
prospect, or a more appropriate stage than academic departments of
literature the world over.
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Book Review: The Lure of the Title:
Text and Context in Palestinian
Fiction, by Mahmud Ghanayim

Muhammad Siddiq
Berkeley, University of California

This book review highlights a number of the defining criteria, both
theoretical and exegetical, as well as the critical strategies that
inform and orient the analysis of the texts examined in depth by
Professor Mahmud Ghanayim in his book: ¢ sl 4152, The titles of
a fairly representative sample of Palestinian works of fiction,
written by Palestinian authors living in Israel, furnish the gateway
to a host of issues and concerns dealing primarily with various
aspects of Palestinian life and experience in Israel. The analysis
aptly combines features of modernist and post-modernist theories,
especially of the semiotic bent, with methodical textual
interrogation of the dynamics and configurations of both titles and
texts of the selected works. While the examined texts vary in length,
theme, artistic quality, linguistic register, and other textual respects,
the analysis is uniformly dynamic, well- informed, and, above all,
challenging.

Much of the challenge emanates precisely from this intricate
intertwining of highly specialized aspects of predominantly Western
critical theory with the formative strands of the Palestinian texts.
And yet, the effective engagement of the relevant theories is all the
more rewarding and illuminating in light of this assumed noetic
discrepancy. This is so because, on the creative level, the
juxtaposition strongly gestures towards the universal dimension
presumed to inhere in genuine works of the literary imagination,
irrespective of all considerations of difference: linguistic, national,
regional, or whatever. The works of Palestinian writers, even when
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Needless to say, both theory and practice must be made available to
university lecturers and students in Israel.
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the establishment of Israel and even though Arabs constitute one-
fifth of Israel’s population.

This article is in part a review of an electronic publication in
Hebrew and Arabic entitled Arabic in the Israeli Academy:
Historical Absence, Current Challenges, and Future Possibilities
by Muhammad Amara, Smadar Dontis-Schmidt and Abd Al-
Rahman Mar‘i 2016; (see https://tinyurl.com/z6mgb71 as well as
https://tinyurl.com/jkcutzf). Here | take up the main points of this
publication, including its methods, argumentation and conclusions.
The other component of my article presents new data, which I
collected from university lecturers and advanced students in 2017.
Among the results presented in this publication is the almost total
lack of use of Arabic in departments of Arabic language and
literature at Israeli universities. Arabic is taught in Hebrew:
Students read Arabic texts and translate them into Hebrew, and all
discussions are in Hebrew. Accordingly, one can say without
reservation that such universities do not train teachers in Arabic.
The teachers know Arabic theoretically very well, but they are
unable to speak or write the language. Emphasis is placed on
research, and Arabic is treated on a par with dead languages such as
Akkadian or Ugaritic.

This is a venerable German orientalist approach, still in use in the
Israeli academic world today. This places on Israel’s seven colleges
of education the burden of training future teachers of Arabic, if the
deterioration of knowledge of Modern Standard Arabic, which
unites all Arabs, is to be halted. One of the significant points
discussed in Arabic in the Israeli Academy is that, in the process of
selecting new university lecturers, the mastery of three skills in
using Arabic—reading, speaking and writing—should be required.
In Israeli universities these skills appear to play a minor role;
instead, a thorough command of Hebrew is a prerequisite for
teaching Arabic in the universities. This reminds us of the saying,
Theory is when you understand everything, but nothing works.
Practice is when everything works, but you don’t understand why.
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The Arabic Language in Israeli
Universities

Haseeb Shehadeh
University of Helsinki

Some years ago I wrote a lengthy article entitled “On Arabic in
Israel”’. There, I attempted to shed light on the unique status of both
spoken Arabic—the mother tongue of the Arabs—and written
Arabic—the language of Arab national culture and heritage. Since
1922, Arabic has been de jure the second official language in the
State of Israel, but de facto it is marginal and inferior. Almost every
aspect of life in Israel contributes to the Hebraisation and
Israelisation of the 1.5 million Arabs in the country.

studies have pointed out severe difficulties in the acquisition of the
written form of Arabic amongst native Hebrew speakers. These
studies showed that native Hebrew pupils possessed extremely low
proficiency in spelling, and experienced significant difficulty with
the acquisition of novel phonemes, with no improvement even after
four years of exposure and practice with written Arabic. These
difficulties have been attributed to either phonological or to
orthographic factors. The researchers suggested that native Hebrew
learners face an extra linguistic burden due to the fact that the
graphic representations of several Arabic phonemes visually
resemble other Arabic graphemes while simultaneously
corresponding to an Arabic phoneme that is similar to a phoneme of
Hebrew.

he present article deals with the teaching of Arabic and its position
in four Israeli universities: The Hebrew University in Jerusalem,
Haifa University, Tel Aviv University and Ben Gurion University
in Beer Sheva. It is an open secret that there is still no Arabic
university in Israel, even though seventy years have passed since


https://www.helsinki.fi/en
https://www.helsinki.fi/en
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sufferings of life. Only Farhi, the Jew, survives at the end of the
novel. Though a minor character, he is the only one who possesses
a collective vision rather than being driven by personal interest. He
succeeds due to his rational thinking and constructive behavior. His
survival and his futuristic plans for Acre, after the departure of al-
Jazzar, may symbolize the triumph of the Jews and the
establishment of the State of Israel.
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Dancing at the Edge of the Precipice of
Sex and Violence: A Reading of Au
Revoir Acre by ‘Ala’ Hlehel

Clara Srouji-Shajrawi

University of Haifa

In his novel Au Revoir Acre (2014), the Palestinian writer ‘Ala’
Hlehel reconstructs the siege of Acre by the armies of Napoleon
Bonaparte (1799), during the rule of Ahmad Pasha al-Jazzar. The
novel reveals the horrors of war, violation of social taboos, rape of
women, subjugation of human-beings, the cruelty and brutality of
leaders and their agents towards the oppressed class.

By applying the Freudian's concepts of 'Eros' and 'Thanatos' to the
behavior of al-Jazzar and other characters in the novel, this paper
aims to offer an explanation of the duality and the conflict of
contradictory aspects in the nature of the characters. Eros represents
actions and emotions of love, creativity, construction, and
preservation of one's life, while Thanatos represents the drive
towards death and destruction. Though Eros and Thanatos appear to
be opposing forces, they are closely intertwined, and one can even
turn into the other.

Al-Jazzar is represented by the author as a lover of a woman called
Darinka but at the same time also as a dictator and killer of many
innocent people. When he is alone he is weak, afraid, and suffers
from horrible hallucinations, so he wishes to leave Acre and return
to his native Bosnia. His departure at the end of the novel can be
interpreted as the realization of the death instinct, which means
aspiring to a state of tranquility and peace that eliminates the
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the novel. However, the denotations go beyond the meanings at
which we arrived, based on the author's ideas and ideology, in a
way that intermeshes with the main character's movements and its
semiotic situation.

As an overall result we found that the use of the role of hero in the
novel is in keeping with the novel's meanings. Our point of
departure is that the character is active and representative at the
level of the narrative, and is not used randomly by the author. The
character influences and is influenced, and creates the literary
work's overall meaning of necessity, not out of volition, through
existential and intellectual human activity that is in no way
detached from the character's actual experiences.
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A Semiotic Reading of the Protagonist,
and Meaning in Naji Zahir's Novel
The Owl's Quarter

Mahmoud Rayyan

Naji Zahir's novel The Owl's Quarter constitutes a watershed in
local narrative fiction, due to the weighty social issues it addresses.
The novel's significance is due to the fact that the author himself
introduces a variety of styles into his narration, including
philosophical debate, and due to his panoramic vision, despite its
relative brevity (in terms of length it is a novella).

The focus of this study is on the novel's intellectual aspects,
although we do not ignore its esthetics, which support its
intellectual message in a way.

We used a semiotic model in which the focus of attention is on
following the protagonist's movements and actions, in order to
arrive at its essence, based on the way it approaches its endeavor.
Our implementation of five-fold (or extended three-fold) semiotic
model led us to an understanding of the protagonist's semiotics with
respect to heroism. We found that the narrator in the novel was a
non-hero, being completely incapable of realizing his desires, due to
the obstacles that stood in his way. The same concept led us to
inquire into the novel's semantics, based on the semiotic-
anthropological model, which focuses on the main character's
actions in order to derive meaning. We observed the movements of
the main character, Raqraq al-Sharff, as it affects and is affected by
helpful and impeding factors at the level of narration, leading us to
a thorough examination of the novel's meaning, based on its themes
and its narrative structure in general.

We found that the meanings are dependent on the main character
and persevere in their mental or anthropological form throughout
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On Ibn Manziir's Use of al-Jawhari's
Sihah

Shlomo Alon
The Arabic Language Academy, Nazareth

Lisan al-Arab is a monolingual composition in Arabic, written by
Muhammad b. al- Mukarram Ibn Manzur (630-711 AH/1232-1311
CE). It was completed on the 22™ of Dhul-Hijja, 689 AH/ 1289 CE.
In his own introduction to the book, Ibn Manzur describes his main
concepts, his major sources and his priorities in using them, as
follows: "But al-Jawhari in his Sihah was very meticulous in
composing his book and made it very easy for the public to use. But
this book is too short. It is a drop in the ocean of the language, even
if it is a real pearl or diamond. Al-Jawhari also made mistakes and
errors. He was lucky that after him came Muhammad Ibn Barri [d.
582/1187], who removed his mistakes, and also gave lectures about
al-Jawhari's Sikah. This is the reason why | wrote this book and
arranged it according to al-Jawhari's system, according to his
chapters and his parts, but | have added Qur'anic verses and hadith
traditions, proverbs and poems...". The third work on which Ibn
Manzur based his composition was al-Jawhari's (d.393/1003) Sikah.
Al-Jawhari was of Turkish origin and lived in Naysabur. His
dictionary is arranged according to the last radical of the root, a
system that was adopted by Ibn Manzur in his Lisan al-'Arab. The
paper explores the influence of al-Sihah on Lisan al-'Arab.
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